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R 28121 1Z DEC 77 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2642 

CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 5416 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EWWT, SENV, SW, UR 

SUB J : FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF SOVIET TANK VESSEL TSESIS 

REF: STATE 305570 

1 . SWEDISH LAW OF 1973 ON OIL DAMAGE STATES THAT RESPONSIBILITY 
RESTS PRIMARILY WITH OWNER OF VESSEL, BUT THIS IS EVIDENTLY NOT 
QUITE SAME AS US NO-FAULT CLAUSE, AS WE UNDERSTAND REFTEL. OWNER 
MUST DEPOSIT WITH SWEDISH ADMINISTRATION OF SHIPPING AND NAVIGA- 
TION (SJOFARTSVERKET) SUM SUFFICIENT TO COVER COSTS OF CLEANING 
OIL SPILL AND SHORELINE. SOVIETS HAVE INDEED DEPOSITED EIGHT 
MILLION KRONOR, ACCORDING TO HEAD OF SECTION IN SJOFARTSVERKET. 
EXCEPTION TO NO-FAULT ASPECT IS THAT OWNER MAY SUBSEQUENTLY CLAIM 
EXCEPTION TO RESPONSIBILITY IF HE CAN ESTABLISH EXISTENCE OF SUCH 
CONTINGENCIES AS ACT OF WAR, SABOTAGE, NAUTICAL DEFICIENCIES, CO- 
RESPONSIBILITY, ETC. SAME OFFICIAL TOLD EMBASSY THAT SWEDISH LAW 

IS IN CONFORMITY WITH (UNSPECIFIED) INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. 

2. SOVIETS HAVE DISCLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR GROUNDING OF TSESIS 
AND RETAINED PROMINENT LAW FIRM IN ATTEMPT TO RETAIN REFUND OF 
DEPOSIT. SJOFARTSVERKET HAS RETAINED AN EQUALLY PROMINENT FIRM. 
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AND THE QUESTION COULD END UP IN COURT. HOWEVER, BOTH PARTIES 
APPEAR BENT ON REACHING AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT OUT OF COURT, ACCORD- 
ING TO OUR CONTACT. IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT FINAL AGREEMENT WILL 
INVOLVE SHARING OF RESPONSIBILITY, AND COSTS OF CLEAN-UP. 

3. QUESTION OF RESPONSIBILITY RAMAINS HIGHLY SENSITIVE, AS TSESIS 
WAS IN HANDS OF SWEDISH MASTER PILOT WHEN GROUNDING OCCURRED, 
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AND SWEDISH SEA CHART SUBSEQUENTLY PROVED INACCURATE. 

4. OUR CONTACT MAINTAINED THAT SOVIET REPS HAVE NOT RPT NOT BEEN 
INFRIENDLY OR DIFFCULT TO DEAL WITH. 

KENNEDY -MINOTT 
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